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October Poetry 
Two Poems by Marie Parsons 

 

That’s Marie Parsons on the front of the Library calendar 
this month.  The picture was taken by her good friend, 
Leo Weddle, in a diner in Somerset, KY.  

 

Marie doesn’t believe in writing prompts and she  
blissfully disregards suggestions about her work. She 
writes what pleases her, astute lyric poems rooted in  
Appalachian ballad traditions, cognizant of 19th and 20th 
poetry, with a Parsonian twist.  Influences are  
inspirations, not templates.   

 

Check out her book of poems, Echoes in the Wind, at the 
Library (call #811. 54 Pars) and then order a copy for 
yourself from her publisher: www.mainstreetrag.com 
 
Opposing Views  
 

Some see in Hope salvation,  
A fine and feathered thing, 
That never asks for favors 
And only goodness brings.  

 

Some say it springs eternal 
From the breast in which it hides, 
And always comes just in time 
To keep the soul alive. 
 

Some say it was the last thing 
To escape Pandora’s box, 
Just in time to save us 
From a world that’s tempest-tossed. 
 

Others say it would be better  
If there were no Hope at all, 

Then we would not count on it, 
To catch us when we fall. 
 

The image of a feathered thing 
Singing in the soul, 
With the power to save us  
From a pit that’s dark and cold –  
 
That’s the view I favor  
Except in the worst of times, 
When Hope seems like a broken crutch, 
Too weak to bear our weight so much, 
 

In these pandemic times.   
 
What Pleases Me 
 

Some poets spend a lot of time, 
Agonizing over rhyme, 
Some write haikus  
And some, free verse, 
Much they write is of great worth, 
With meanings deep and old as earth. 
 

But their style is not for me, 
I just write what pleases me. 
 

My loveliest poems come easily, 
Refreshing as a summer breeze. 
Others fight to prove their worth, 
They labor hard to claim their birth. 
Some are ugly and deformed, 
But none are meant to do you harm. 
 

I write with no apology, 
I just write what pleases me.  

Recipe of the Month 
Brown Edge Cookies 

 

NYT Cooking featured these in an article called ‘The 
Best One-Bowl Cookie Recipe You’ve Probably Never 
Heard Of.”  They are quick to make, once the butter is 
softened, quick to bake and good plain, with ice cream, 
or stuffed with jam or Nutella.  Margaux Lasky, the NYT 
writer, pro-tip advises nibbling these with bourbon neat.   
 
Ingredients 
 
1/2 cup butter (room temperature) 
1/3 cup granulated sugar 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
1 large egg (room temperature) 
3/4 cup all-purpose flour (sifted) 
1/8 teaspoon salt 

Steps to Make It 
 

Gather the ingredients and preheat oven to 350 F. 
   

Grease cookie sheet pans or line them with parchment 
paper and set aside. 

 

In a medium bowl with an electric mixer, cream together 
the butter and sugar. 

 

Add vanilla and egg and beat until light. 

 

Add the flour and salt and mix well. 

 

Drop by half-teaspoonfuls onto prepared pans. 

 

Bake for about 10 minutes or until the edges are golden 
brown. 

 

Serve and enjoy! To keep these butter cookies crispy, 
store in an airtight container. 
 

 
 

Enter November’s  
Refrigerator Open 

Art Show. 
Details in the  
Newsletter. 

Winchester Poet, Marie Parsons 



The Scary Librarian Reads Scary Stories  
for The Halloween Season 
One Story a Week Throughout October  
on the Library’s Facebook Page 
 

James Gardener, CCPL’s own Scary  
Librarian will present four original ghost  
stories on the Library’s Facebook page during 
October.  He’ll read one story a week.  The  
stories are: Week 1: “Just what you're looking 
for (featuring the Old Librarian and the vampire 
book); Week 2: Watch Out for Late  
Returns; Week 3: “A Poetry Reading” (featuring 
the poem that drives people insane); Week 4: 
“Never Read the Spellbooks Out Loud. 

James loves horror stories and his performances 
will be suitable for the whole family, So gather 
round the screen with your favorite hot pumpkin 
spice beverages and share the spook-tacle. 
 

The Library’s column in the Winchester Sun for Tuesday, October 25 will 
contain another new story by James, “The Tale of Johnny Evilseed,” in which 
a scarecrow is brought to life to leave people scary books and movies.  
Outcreep Services.  
 

James has published in short story anthologies.  The Library has those books: 
The Devil's Hour: 17 Truly Horrifying Tales to Keep You Up at Night 
(Fantastic F Devi), Schlock! Horror!: An Anthology (Fantastic F Schl), and 
Song Stories: Dark Side of the Moon (Fantastic F Song).  

 

James’ readings will have you seein’ things. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit by Clark County Artist, Frances Hampton, in the 
Reference Section During October 

 

Frances’ work includes paintings, drawings, wood sculptures and rock art. She 
tries anything she likes in any medium that interests her. 

 

And she doesn’t let anything stop her creativity. Last year, while riding as a 
passenger in a truck, the rearview mirror on her side was knocked off by a 
branch leaning into the road.  Shattered glass sprayed into the cab and one 
piece nearly severed one of the fingers on Frances’ right hand.  Doctors were 
able to reattach and save the finger, but her right hand was heavily bandaged 
for most of the year.  Undeterred, Frances continued making art with her left 
hand alone.   
 

Real artists work through adversity.  

 

Frances had a show at the Library about five years ago.  It will be interesting 
to see new work she created for this show. 

 

Be sure to stop by the reference department during October to admire her 
unique and personal art. 
 

Enter November’s Refrigerator Open Art Show 

 

What kind of Art Show?  Refrigerator art.  We’ve all seen it.  We’ve all made 
it. 

 

It’s the art we did  in grade school, pictures of birds, trees, flowers, houses, 
and people, that we took home and our parents taped onto the refrigerator.  
That kind of art. 

 

So, here’s the deal.  Doodle  a picture with colored pens, pencils, or paints. 

Not a Masterpiece, but a spontaneous representation of, well, whatever 
you’d like to represent, abstract or figurative.  Just have a good time creating a 
picture.  You know, groovy stuff like this 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Then bring it to the Library for the Refrigerator Open  . “Open” because it is 
open to artists of all ages.   Skill level and training don’t matter.  
 

Don’t frame the piece.  Just bring it in during the last week in October with 
your name, phone number or email address, title of the work and medium writ-
ten on the back or attached to a separate piece of paper.   

 

All of the work will be taped to refrigerator white display boards and exhibited 
in the Library’s reference section throughout November.  
 

Too bad we can’t have meetings. A graham crackers and milk reception would 
be swell. 
 

Questions?  Need more information, email john.clarkbooks@gmail.com or 
phone 859-744-5661, ext. 110. 

 

 
 
 
 

Daily Facebook Classes and Posts 
www.facebook.com/clarkbooks  

 

Log in to the Library’s Facebook Page to Enjoy these posts. 
 

Muse Monday  
Posted every Monday morning.  Start the week off with an uplifting poem. 
 

Let’s Create.  Arts and Crafts for Adults. 
Posted every Tuesday at 3:30 PM  
Every session is archived on library’s Facebook page 
 

Tune Tuesday 
Posted every Tuesday morning. 
Listen to a wide variety of music: classical, jazz, rock, pop, and experimental. 
 

Wednesday Signing Time  
Sign Language Tutorial Posted every Wednesday at 3:30 PM . Every session 
is archived on the library’s Facebook page. 
 

Wrap Your Mind Around This Wednesday 
Posted every Wednesday morning. 
Intriguing theories and ideas. 
  

In the Kitchen with Angela 
Cooking Tutorial Posted every Thursday at 3:30 PM. Every session is archived 
on the library’s Facebook page. 
 

Friday Puzzle Fun  
Three different digital jigsaw puzzles posted every Friday at 3:30 PM 
 

 
 

or  

Seein’ Things, Maxfield Parrish  (1904) 

or 

Curl Up with a Good Book? Yes, But it’s Healthy to  
Uncurl and Walk, too.  Find Good Trails, and Outdoor 
Events on CCPL’s Walk Winchester Facebook Page 

 

Want to find out about outdoor events that will 
happen this fall?  Need a little coaxing to get up 
and move (which is very, very good for you, 
physically and mentally)?  Go to circulation  
manager, Laura Carpenter’s Walk Winchester 
Facebook page.  Laura works closely with  
Winchester/Clark County Parks and Recreation 
and she also keeps a look-out for regional  
walking and hiking events.  Not to mention that, 
delightful walking funnies, memes and articles.  
The temps are mellow for moving. Lace up your 
bops and enjoy these sunny autumn days outside.

Walk Winchester Meme 


